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GVSU Brings New Style of Literacy Training
To Elementary School
Constance Jones, assistant professor
of English, and Jenny Van Gorder, a
professor from the University of
Sydney, are leading an effort to
improve the reading and writing skills
of the students at the Aberdeen
Technology/ Math Academy in Grand
Rapids.
The two professors are working
this se mester with 40 GVSU education
students in a "literacy intervention" at
Aberdeen, part of the Grand Rapids
Public Schools. The GVSU students
spend two hours per week at
Aberdeen , working one-to-one w ith
first through sixth graders in literacy
skills. But it's more than conventional
tutoring.
"The functional approach to
language is new to the Un ited States,
and it's something we've been do ing
in Australia for a few years ," Van
Gorder says. "Instead o f just sa ying
'go away and write,' we teach the
styles of writing and work with them
in writing a particular style before
asking them to write by themselves .
It's expl icit ve rsus implicit teaching."
Part o f the literacy interventio n
approach is paying individual atte ntio n to each child , something that the
40 Grand Valley students can p rovide
mo re readily than the o ne teacher per
classroo m at Aberdeen.
"We begin by having o ur Grand
Valley stude nts do an assessment with
the child , and then try to build on
their interest and skill level," says
Jo nes. "Typically they read to the
child and do an o rientatio n to the
book. Then they read the story,
stopping periodically to ask qu estions
abo ut what has gone o n so
fa r, and to make p redictio ns abo ut what m ight
hap pen next. They as k

children to take risks because that's
what we do as readers. "
"Along the way we integrate skills
like phonics , such as long versus short
vowel sounds,'' Van Gorder adds. "So
they are learning skills
and meaning at the
same time. "

benefit to the college students as well.
They learn about teaching reading, but
also many of them have never had
experience working with people of
color. "

Jones and Van
Gorder say the improvement in reading and
writing skills has been
dramatic.
"Studies show that, in
a multicultural setting in
pa,ticular, it's important
to link meaning to the
literacy education so that
children can relate," Van
Gorder says. "It's a real

Constance Jones, 1-ight, in a tutoring session at Aberdeen Tech/Math
Academy.

Across Campus
Class Will Assess
Volunteerism in Kent County
In the November 2 issue of U S. News
& World Report, David Gergen writes that

the younger generation in America today
shuns politics but is volunteering in record
numbers. Gergen cites a UCLA survey of
college freshmen across the country.
A class o n volunteerism at Grand
Va lley is cond ucting its own survey to
ga uge the level of volunteerism in Ke nt
County . Students in Assista nt Professor
Ma rtha Gole nsky's Public Administra tio n
360 course, "Volunteerism and the
Nonprofit Secto r," are survey ing 200
loca l nonprofit organizatio ns that have
volunteer programs.
This semester, the students w ill
design the survey and collect data. Next
semester the class w ill analyze the data

and interview nonprofit leaders and
volunteer coordinators. Golensky will
take the data and write a fin al re port
next summe r.
The class project is itself an exercise
in volunteerism , a service-learning
project in conjunctio n with the Vo lunteer Center at the Heart o f West Michigan United Way . The project is be ing
suppo rted by a grant fro m GVSU's
Cente r for Philanth ro py and No nprofit
Leadership.

Faculty/Staff Campaign
Kicks Off
Mo re than 50 GVSU faculty and staff
members gathe red at The Meadows on
October 29 fo r the kickoff breakfast o f
this yea r's GVSU Facul ty and Staff
Campa ign.
continued on page 2

2

Across Campus
contin ued f ram page 1

Preside nt Arend D. Lubbers addressed the
voluntee rs who comprise the Campaign
Cabinet, and w ished them success in their

Lebbin was also p resented the Division
Governo r of the Year award . In 1997-98, he
worked with more tha n 25 clubs in meeting
their club requ irements as well as starting
several new clubs.
The GVSU Toastmasters, one of the most
active clubs in the district, welcomes new
membe rs. The group meets on Wednesday
mo rnings, at 7:30 , in Seidman House o n the
Allendale ca mpus.

Kent Fisher and President Lubbers.
The GVSU Forum is
published by the Office of
University Communications
eve,y Monday w hen classes are
in sess ion and bi wee k ly during
the summer. The submissio n
deadline is T uesday noon. Send
publi catio n items to Kathleen
Adams, ed itor, c/ o the FORUM
cc: Mail box. Fro m o ff ca mpus,
email fo rum@gvsu .edu .
Telepho ne: 616-895-2221. Fax:
616-895-2250. Visit FORUM
ONLINE o n the Wo rld W id e Web
at: www .gvsu.edu/
Facu lty and staff members
ca n find an on line "Sk etches"
submission form on the Web Site.

a nnua l e ffort. When he approaches community donors and corporations, Lubbers said ,
it is he lpful to point o ut the high percentage
of Gra nd Valley facu lty and staff members
who support the unive rsity.
Co-chaired by perennial ca mpaign leaders
Dea n Mary Seeger and Professor William
Ba um , the Faculty and Staff Campa ign
reached close to the 60 percent levels of
partici pation by employees fro m all pay
ca tegories last year. More than $135 ,000 was
ra ised du ring the 1997 ca mpa ign.

Rita Vandermee1; president of GVSU Toastmasters
Club, and Lee Lebbin display club and p ersonal
awards they received last month.

Marching Band Sculpture
Adds a Whimsical Touch

"Adjunct and contract employees are
mo re than welco me to participate, " says
ca mpa ign coord inato r Kent Fisher, "and all
new me mbe rs of the university community
are e ncouraged to review mate ria ls that will
be mailed to the ir offi ces during the second
week of November. " Contributions to
desig nated endowment funds will be
matched , do llar for dollar, by President
Lubbe rs.

Toastmasters Earn Club and
Individual Awards
The GVSU Toastmasters were hono red as
Clu b of the Year during the Toastmasters'
District 62 Fa ll Confe re nce o n October 24, in
Muskegon. In addition, Library Directo r Lee
Lebbin received a Distinguished Toastmaster
Award , the highest awa rd that ca n be
ea rned by any Toastmaster, during the
conference.

it took a work crew, a load of cement, and some
heavy equipment to install the n ew marching
band sculpture in ji·ont of the Kirkh of Center on
October 3 0. Sculptor Stuart Pac/nos, of Louis
Pac/nos i ron and Meta l in Holland, created the
2 1-piece "Gmncl Valley State Un iversity Marching Band " using mcycled band instmments and
pieces of scrap steel, and donated the wo rk to
GVSU.
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Coming Events
Play About Tiananmen
Square Continues Next Week

Student-Produced Musical
Coming to GVSU

A play about the infamo us Tiananme n Square incident in Beijing, China,
opened last week in the Lo uis Armstrong Theatre at GVSU, with performances continuing o n November 13,
and 14 at 7:30 p .m. , and on November
15 at 2 p.m.

Five singing and dancing nuns are
coming to GVSU as the student theatre
group , Stude nt Technical and Actors

"Letters to a Student Revolutionary,"
writte n by Elizabeth Wong, an AsianAmerican columnist fo r the Los Angeles
Times, has been widely staged in the
Un ited States a nd abroad since its
debut in ew York in 1991. It is the
story of a yo ung Asian-America n girl
w ho meets a yo ung Ch inese girl in
Tiananmen Sq uare in the 1970s while
o n a visit to Ch ina with her fam ily. The
g irls never meet aga in , but over the
course of the next 10 yea rs they
exchange lette rs regularl y, until the
correspondence s udde nl y ceases with
the Tiananmen Squa re tragedy of 1989.
Tickets fo r the play are $7 fo r
genera l admission, $6 fo r gro ups and
special populatio ns, $5 for college
stude nts; $3 K-12 students. On ly paid
reservatio ns are accepted; call x2300.

Guitar Quartet Featured
The Arts at oon Series continues o n
Friday, November 13, with a performance by the Minneapolis Guitar Quattet
at 12 noon, in the Cook-DeWitt Cente r.
"Including a combination of solo and
chamber works, this recital promises
something for e veryone, " says Julianne
Vanden Wyngaard , series coordinato r.
Founded in 1986, the quartet is
rega rded as o ne of North America 's
lead ing guitar ensembles .

Sophomore theatre majo r Trinity
Bird is directing the musical. Bird has
been involved in five previous productions at Grand Valley. His most recent
contribution was playing Antonio in
the Shakespeare Festival main-stage
production of "Mu ch Ado About
Nothing."
The musical will be presented in the
Cook-DeWitt Cente r on November 19,
20, and 21, at 7 p .m . A 2 p.m. matinee
will take place o n Saturday, November
21. Tickets are $5 for ad ults a nd $3 for
students. Reservations are recommended, and may be made by ca lling
850-0916.

Date Set for Faculty/Staff
Holiday Party
Gu ild for En te rtainment (STAGE),
presents Gra nd Va lley's first-ever
student-pro du ced musica l "Nunsense."
The musical, by Michigan native Dan
Goggin, follows the adventures of five
sisters as they put on a show to raise
money to bury the last four of the 52
sisters who died instantly of botu lism.

All facu lty and staff me mbers are
invited to attend the faculty and staff
ho liday party that will be held from
3-5 p .m. on Thursday, Decembe r 3, in
the Grand River Room of the Kirkhof
Center.
Awards w ill be presented to faculty
a nd staff members with 10, 20, 25 , 30
and 35 years of service with GVSU.

Ships Get a Break for the Winter
Even the R.B. Annis Wate r Resources Institute has preparations to make before
winter hits. Both the DJ. Angus and the WC.Jackson were dry-docked last w eek
and will be stored at Grand
Valley's recently acquired
Muskegon Lake property
until next spring.
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Calendar of Events
General Events
Arts Hotline: (616) 895-ARTS
Gallery Ho urs: 10 a. m.-5 p.m. Mon. -Fri. , 10 a. m.-7 p .m.
Thurs. All activities on the Alle ndale Campus unless
otherwise no ted.
Tues., Oct 12-Fri. , Nov. 13

Ga llery ho urs: Art Exhibit. Kingsto n Faculty Exhibit. Calde r
Ga llery, PAC.
Mon. , Nov.9

12 noon: Grand Rapids Area Chamber o f Commerce Food
fo r Tho ught lunch meeting "Ho w to Use Family Co unselors or Service Providers Effectively." Cost: Chamber
members $5 pe r sessio n or $30 for series; non-me mbers
$10 per session o r $60 for series. Call 771 -0330 for
info rmatio n. EC.
Tues., Nov. 10

7:30 a.m.-7:30 p. m .: "Practical Solutions to Automatio n
Challe nges: O pen Controls fo r Ma nu facturing & Materials
Hand ling ," sponsored by ESD The Engineering Society.
Am way Gra nd Plaza Hote l, Gra nd Ra pids. O n-site
registration $135 ESD Member/ $170 Non-Members. Call
x6664 fo r mo re info rmatio n .
8:30-10:30 a .m.: SIS Training. 11 2 HRY. Call x3327 to
register.
9 a. m.-1 p. m.: Direction Center Wo rkshop "Running Successful Special Events ." Western Michigan Uni versity's Grand
Ra pids Campus. Cost $50. Call 459-3773 to registe r.
12-1 p .m.: Brown Bag Financial Planning worksho p "How
the Ma rket Wo rks" presented by Dr. La ny Blose. Pyle
Room, EC.
1-2 p. m. : Student Employee Training Sess io n . 310 EC. Call
x2215 to RSVP.
4 p .m .: Guest Artist Series . Improvisatio n Wo rksho p/ Colloq uiu m. PLATO & the Western Traditio n. The Recital Ha ll ,
PAC.
4:30-6:30 p.m.: Ca mp us Wellness hea lth screenings: blood
pressure, anxiety, and depress io n. North Mezza nine, KC.
8 p.m.: Guest Artist Series. Performance by PLATO & the
Western Tradition . The Recita l Hall , PAC.
8 p .m .: Ideas & Issues O rga nization d iscussion on the
lega lization of same-sex marriages . Craig Dean, speaker.
CDC. Reception to follow.
Wed., Nov. 11

7:30 a.m .: Se idman Alumni Association brea kfast meeting.
"How to Take Advantage of Investment Opportunities
Arising from the Crisis in South East Asia," p resented by
Mitch Stapley . Second Floor, EC. Ca ll x2160 for reservations .
11:30 a.m. -1 p.m.: Brown Bag Discussio n o f Dr. LeAnne
Si lvey's d issertation resea rch on American Indian women.
Sponsored by the School of Social Work. EC.
12-1:30 p.m.: FTLC Workshop "Student Eva luatio ns. " Confere nce Room , CDC.
5-9:10 p.m.: Science & Math Update Seminar for K-12
Edu cators. KC, HRY & PAD. Cost $16.50. Ca ll x2267 to
registe r.

5:30-7:30 p.m.: Strategies for the '90s Seminar. "When Our
Parents Become Our Children. " Cost $5. Paul Johnson
Conference Cente r, EC. Call x3590 for reservatio ns.
Thurs. , Nov. 12

11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. : FTLC Wo rksho p "Student Evaluatio ns. "
106 STU.
12-1 p.m .: Brow n Bag Financia l Planning workshop "How
the Market Works" presented by Dr. Larry Blose. Cabins
ABC, KC.
4:30-6:30 p .m.: Campus Wellness Percent Body Fat Clinic:
Using 3-Site Skinfo ld Ca lipe r Technique . Human Performance Lab , KC.
4:30-6:30 p.m.: Campus We llness Series "Reshape Your
Attitude: What's Yo ur Calo rie IQ fro m We ight Management to Performance." 145 FH.
Fri. , Nov. 13

12 noon: Arts at Noo n Series. Minnea po lis Guitar Q uartet.
CDC.
2 p .m .: Guest Artist Series. Master Class b y Minnea polis
Guitar Quartet. The Recital Hall , PAC.
7:30 p .m .: Theatre productio n "Letters to a Student Revolutio nary." Cost $7 general; $6 groups & special po pulatio ns; $5 students; $3 K-12. LAT, PAC. Ca ll x2300 fo r
reservations.
Sat., Nov. 14

9:30 a. m .-1 p .m. : Campus We llness Downhill Skiing Clinic.
145 FH .
7:30 p.m. : Theatre p rod uctio n "Letters to a Stude nt Revolutio nary." Cost $7 genera l; $6 gro ups & special populatio ns; $5 students; $3 K-12. LAT, PAC. Call x2300 fo r
reservatio ns.
Sun ., Nov. 15

2 p .m .: Music Departme nt Concert. Cho ral Ensembles and
Chamber O rchestra. CDC.
2 p .m.: Theatre p rodu ctio n "Letters to a Stude nt Revolutio nary." Cost $7 general; $6 grou ps & special popu latio ns;
$5 stude nts; $3 K-12. LAT, PAC. Ca ll x2300 fo r reservations.

Sports
Sports Hotline: 895-3800. Game times subject to change.
Tues., Nov. 10

6 p.m.: Swimming & Diving at Alma College. Alma.
7 p.m.: Men's Basketba ll. Exh ibition Game/ Basketba ll
Unli mited at GVSU.
T hurs .-Sat., Nov. 12-14

TBA: Volleybal l. GLIAC Tourney. Battle Creek.
6 & 8 p .m. : Women 's Basketball . West Michigan Classic at
GVSU.
Sat., Nov. 14

1:30 p.m. : Football at Ferris State University . Big Rapids.
2 p.m.: Swimming & Diving at Unive rsity of Findlay.
Find lay , OH.

